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Consumer Law Sourcebook: Small Claims Court Laws & Procedures 
(California Department of Consumer Affairs, 2005)

The most complete treatise on the Small Claims Court is a one-volume, 684-page reference handbook writ ten for use by small claims court judges and temporary 
judges, court commissioners, superior court judges who handle small claims court appeals, small claims advisers, court clerks, and others who counsel and assist 
disputants. A project of the Department of Consumer Affairs, it was authored by Albert Y. Balingit, Richard A. Elbrecht and John C. Lamb of the Department’s  
Legal Affairs Division. Revisions of Volumes 2 and 3 of the 1996 edition are planned for issuance as resources permit. This book includes the following:
Chapter 1 Small Claims Court Process 
Chapter 2 Small Claims Court Concept and Philosophy 
Chapter 3 Small Claims Court Judge 
Chapter 4 Assistance to Parties  
Chapter 5 Jurisdiction 
Chapter 6 Venue and Court Location 
Chapter 7 Limits on Suit 
Chapter 8 Parties 
Chapter 9 Filing, Scheduling and Service 
Chapter 10 Hearing 
Chapter 11 Judgment 
Chapter 12 Damages and Other Remedies 
Chapter 13 Interest and Costs 
Chapter 14 Post-Judgment Requests to Court 

Chapter 15 Appeal to Superior Court 
Chapter 16 Enforcement of Judgment 
Chapter 17 Administration 

Appendix A Small Claims Act 
Appendix B Origin and History of Small Claims Act 
Appendix C Highlights of 1990–2004 Amendments 
Appendix D Small Claims Act with Amendments 
Appendix E Small Claims Court Rules (California Rules of Court) 
Appendix F California Code of Judicial Ethics 
Appendix G Laws Governing Temporary (Small Claims) Judges 
Appendix H Department of Consumer Affairs’  
     Regulatory Boards and Bureaus 
Appendix I Court Decisions Cited
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